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Quick Summary of Special Education Services and 
Outcomes in Washington

• Less than 4% of students with disabilities (SWDs) in WA are 
identified as having an intellectual disability.

• Upwards of 90% of SWDs present with average to above-average 
intellectual functioning.

• Yet only 55% are placed in general education for 80-100% of the day 
(For students of color, that total falls to 47%).

• 59% of SWD graduate high school, in comparison to over 80% of all 
WA students.
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Source: Center for Change in Transition Services, Seattle University, 2017
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State Funding or Enrichment Funding?

• Existing state funding does not cover cost of IEPs.
• Districts estimate that IEPs will cost $308 million more than 

provided by state funding.
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Safety Net Legislative 
Workgroup 



January 21, 2019 6

Safety Net Legislative Workgroup 
Recommendations
• Replace single multiplier with a tiered multiplier.
• Remove IDEA (federal) funds from Safety Net and replace 

with state funds.
• System-wide professional development.
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Total Minutes Per 
Week of Service Setting

24-25 Tiered 
Multiplier

≤ 60 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  80%-100% 0.4700
61 - 240 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  80%-100% 1.1500

241 - 540 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  80%-100% 1.3500
≥541 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  80%-100% 1.6500

≤360 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  40%-79% 0.9609
361- 720 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  40%-79% 0.9609

721 - 1079 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  40%-79% 0.9800
≥1080 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting  40%-79% 1.1000

≤1079 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting less than 39% 0.9609
1080-1324 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting less than 39% 0.9700
1325-1800 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting less than 39% 0.9800

≥1801 mpw Time in Gen Ed Setting less than 39% 1.0000

≤541 mpw Separate day school (public or private) 0.4700
541-1200 Separate day school (public or private) 1.1500

1201-1664 Separate day school (public or private) 1.3500
≥1665 mpw Separate day school (public or private) 1.5000

≥1665 mpw Residential facility (public or private) 2.0000

Correctional facility

≤ 240 mpw Homebound /Hospital 0.5000
≥241 mpw Homebound /Hospital 0.5250

Tiered Multiplier
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IDEA Funds in Safety Net
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Professional Learning Days
• Professional learning for all certified instructional staff as well as 

classified staff on inclusionary practices.
• Joint training for general educators, special educators, para 

educators, administrators, and parents/families (e.g., IEP team 
members).
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OSPI Priorities:
Improving Outcomes for Students 

with Disabilities

Leadership
Support students with 
disabilities (including 

increased collaboration 
and ownership of school 
administrators and staff) 
and coordinated efforts 

with community 
organizations to 

improve results and 
reduce 

disproportionality.

Growth Mindset
Increased expectations 

of
students with disabilities

(e.g., standards, 
instruction,

graduation, assessments,
attendance, IEP-related

Decisions, and post-
school outcomes).

Evidence-Based 
Practices

Instruction and 
interventions

within an MTSS 
framework and 

inclusionary practices
leading to increased 

access
and progress in 

Washington
grade-level learning 

standards.

Professional 
Development

Joint training for general
educators, special 

educators,
paraeducators, 
administrators,

and parents/families 
(e.g., IEP

team members).

Resource 
Allocation

Braided funding, 
consolidated grant 

application, reducing 
costs for administrative 
tasks, increasing direct 

support to students, and 
data-based decision 

making.

Recruitment & 
Retention

Preparation programs 
for administrators, 
general educators, 
special educators, 

related service providers, 
and paraeducators

focused around 
instruction and support 

for students with 
disabilities.
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Copyright Information
Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License.
This presentation may contain or reference links to websites operated by third parties. These links are provided 
for your convenience only and do not constitute or imply any affiliation, endorsement, sponsorship, approval, 
verification, or monitoring by OSPI of any product, service or content offered on the third party websites. In no 
event will OSPI be responsible for the information or content in linked third party websites or for your use or 
inability to use such websites. Please confirm the license status of any third-party resources and understand 
their terms of use before reusing them.

http://www.k12.wa.us/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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